
UPDATE FROM THE TRANSITION MINISTRY GROUP 

As was reported at a recent Adult Forum, University Christian’s Ministry Team and Lake City 

Christian’s Transition Team spent several hours together at a planning retreat from April 27 through 

April 29 getting to know and trust one another better and envisioning the creation of a new church 

in Lake City, under the leadership of Rev. Rick Morse with Hope Partnership (national Disciples 

church development group). Those representing our congregation were Rosemary Blakemore, 

Cynthia Johnson, Barbara McHargue, Ed Hausken and Adam Harmon. Over-all, we felt it was a 

wonderful, although challenging experience and we feel hopeful about our future together. First, we 

focused on our identity, vision, and mission as a new church, remembering that the church’s mission 

belongs to God, not to us alone- that we need to follow where God is already present in the 

community. We talked about what a successful church would look like; what are our common values 

(such as inclusivity, hospitality, authenticity, spiritual growth, freedom to explore, progressive 

Disciple theology, etc); what resources each congregation currently has; what each congregation is 

“passionate” about; and brainstormed about possible names for the new church. Rick presented 

some fascinating demographics about who resides in or near the Lake City location (ethnic and 

educational background, age, interests, attitude toward religion and church, concern about justice 

issues, financial status, values, etc.), and then we discussed possible programming and structure that 

would appeal to those neighbors, and what the church might look like five years from now. We 

ended by discussing next steps and dividing into planning groups focused on building community, 

telling our story (marketing), programming, and structure and budget issues. We plan to have a 

transitional (6 month?) church Board, a transitional Elders group, transitional pastoral leadership, 

and a transitional budget developed by July, when we begin to worship together in Lake City. 

Hopefully, by sometime in the fall, we will be celebrating the opening of a new and vital 

congregation in Lake City! We will keep you posted on opportunities to get better acquainted with 

members of Lake City Christian, including tentative plans for a 9:30am Forum on Sunday, June 24, 

when those from both churches attending the Regional Assembly in May will reflect on what we have 

learned that can help us in this  new adventure. Please let us know how you would like to be 

involved in creating our new church!                          - Your Transition Ministry Team 



FOUNDATION/TRUST REPORT UPDATE 

In consultation with our lawyer Judith Andrews, the Foundation/Trust Group has updated the 

University Christian Church Legacy Foundation information presented at the May 6th Congre-

gational Forum. The updated information will be presented to the Church Council on May 21 

and submitted for a Congregational vote on June 10. 

The expenditure plan that we presented at the Forum is in the process of being updated and 

will include for consideration all inputs received by May 24. 

At that time, we will finalize the plan and submit it to the Congregation for a vote on June 10. 

If you have questions, please contact one of the Foundation/Trust Group members below. 

Shirley Towner, Nancy Irvin, Lanny Shuman, Carl Johnson 

TRANSITION TEAM: Building Sale Committee Progress and Plans 

Starting in March, the Building Sale sub-committee of the original Transition Team re-opened its 

relationship with Chris Rogers of Point 32 to prepare our property for sale using a comprehen-

sive array of methods. Point 32 is a Seattle-based project management group focused on green 

building and community benefit. Our first interactions with them occurred about a year ago as we 

explored options for a sustainable congregation via partial, complete or no sale of the current 

church property. At the recommendation of Chris Rogers, in mid-May UCC signed a letter of en-

gagement with Meriwether Partners, a local real estate brokerage firm specializing in working 

with non-profit entities. Their clients include Seattle University, Frye Art Museum, and U Method-

ist Temple. As of June 1, the UCC Property will be listed to potential developers. In keeping with 

our mission and goals, the Request for Proposals from developers will ask them to consider com-

munity benefits, environmental sustainability, and the generation of income from the sale to sup-

port our charitable Foundation. Depending on the response, we could have the top 5 developers 

short-listed by mid-July, with a final selection made in mid-August. Binding documents and sale 

closure will likely follow in October and December, respectively. We will need to remain cohesive 

as a group because at some point there should be a 2/3 vote of the UCC congregation to ap-

prove the final purchase and sale agreement. One important aspect of the Building Sale process 

will be “move out,” or disposition of all the non-structural items in the building. Luke Sumner and 

Lanny Shuman have worked out a schedule for inventory of major furnishings and equipment in 

non-rented areas, to be completed by mid-July. From then through fall we will continue inventory 

of rented spaces as they become available, and determine which items will be re-located to LCCC, 

sold, or donated to reclamation/salvage agencies. If you have thoughts on the move-out process, 

please communicate them (written is best) to one of the Building Sale sub-committee members 

(Lanny Shuman, Marsha Tolon, Luke Sumner, Laura Robinson). 



 
While we still have quite a bit happening in our building, there are two important things I want to 
let you know about. 
 
First, as you know, there is quite a bit of stuff in this building. Some of it is old and not in great 
shape, but other things are valuable both historically and monetarily. As you can imagine, going 
through all this stuff is quite a chore. So, I am asking for your help! My plan is to go through one 
room/area each week and inventory all the important things in that space. I have come up with 
some simple forms we can use, and after that, I can input the information into a database. This will 
not only help us see what we have, but it will also help us figure out what to keep, what to sell, 
etc. My plan is to spend Monday’s from 10am-2pm working hard on this, so anyone who wants to 
show up during that time to help would be much appreciated.  
 
The plan is to have this done by  July 20th. 
 
The second thing I want to let you know about is parking. We now have access to the parking  
garage across the street, and the parking should be open to the public by May 18th. The garage 
door will be open from 7am-7pm Monday-Saturday, and will be reserved for Sunday worship on 
Sunday mornings until there is no longer worship in the sanctuary here. The chalice parking stick-
ers that were previously used will still be used in this new garage. If you need one of those please 
let me know. Also, if you need to park in the garage for some reason outside of the 7am-7pm 
time frame, I can get you a remote for the garage.  
 
If you have any other questions please don’t hesitate to reach out to me.

Luke Sumner
A Message From the UCC Library Committee 

 

As time draws nearer to our merger with Lake City Christian Church, the Library Committee has 

been looking at the expansive collection in our library system in an attempt to find a possible 

"home" for the books, etc., in that space. We have been fortunate through the years to have had 

such a wonderful library available to the congregation--somewhat unique for many churches.  

  

We would like to offer the congregation an opportunity to visit the library and take with them any 

books, etc., that may be of interest, or perhaps have been meaningful, to them. Lake City Christian 

Church does not currently have a library, although that   could change down the road. Representa-

tives from LCCC will visit the library in the  coming days to determine what might be useful in the 

future space.  

 

We encourage you to take a look at what is in the library this Sunday or during the week.

The UCC Library Committee  

Building Inventory and Parking Information 



 

June 3 

Rev. Adam Harmon 

Mark 1:16-20, John 1:35-42 

Sermon: A Church of Discipleship 
 

June 10 

Rev. Adam Harmon  

Isaiah 49:13-18, John 8:2-11 

Sermon: A Church of Compassion 
 

June 17 

Rev. Adam Harmon 

Psalms 119:105-112, Acts 9:1-22 

Sermon: A Church of Sharing the Good News 
 

June 24 

Rev. Adam Harmon 

Luke 10:1-11, Matthew 28:16-20 

Sermon: A Church of Sending Out 

Wrap-Up and Celebration 
         For Spring Quarter 
 

June 3:  Led by the Adult Forum Mission   

Group. Let’s snack and talk about our                     

progress   and    future.  

 

Lectio Divina                                       

Every Friday at 9:00am 

 

UCC Trust Meeting                                       

Every Wednesday at 9:00am 
 

June 10                                                      

Congregational Meeting//12pm  

June 13                                                      

Worship Mission Team//11am  

June 15                                                      

Building Sale Monthly Meeting//1:30pm  

June 19                                      

Service & Justice Meeting//10:30am  

June 24 

Last Sunday Worshiping at UCC 

June 25                                       

Council Meeting//7:00pm   

Total Experience Gospel Choir  
Hello All!  

I would like to invite you to a fun-filled evening   

with the Total Experience Gospel Choir on Saturday 

June 2nd, 2018 at 7pm at Olympic view Community 

Church. The address is 425 NE 95th Street, Seattle.  

This concert is to raise funds for SODA 

(Service  Opportunity for Disabled Americans), for 

which I am the executive Director.                       

SODA is a 501c 3 non-profit organization. 

If you are unable to attend the concert, you are     

encouraged to send donations by check to SODA    

in care of Monica Shuman at  

12701 Greenwood Ave N. #C Seattle, WA 98133  

I look forward to seeing you on June 2nd!  

Love, 

Monica Ann Shuman 

(206) 440-4113              or            (206) 455-1678 

 

 

 

 

University Christian Church’s final Teen Feed, 

Saturday, June 30th, 5:30-8:00pm  

At the Roots Shelter Kitchen in the                

University Methodist Temple  

https://maps.google.com/?q=425+NE+95th+street,+Seattle&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=12701+Greenwood+Ave+N.+%23C+,Seattle,WA+98133&entry=gmail&source=g


  

THE WILD THINGS 

Our own Harold Bishop is editing 

an account of Bob Gallagher’s life. 

A mountain man, blacksmith, bull 

buck, farmer and miner, Bob spent 

most of his life in the woods of 

the Northwest.  

Speak with Harold Sunday to learn 

more. 

SAVE THE DATE -  Sunday, June 10th - Congregational Meeting   
There will be an important Congregational Meeting on Sunday, June 10th at 12:00  noon in 
the UCC Lounge.  The agenda will include the following items for approval, announcement or 
distribution:  
1) Budget for July - December 2018,  
2) Formation of UCC Foundation and Donations Plan,  
3) Continuation of current UCC Officers,   
4) Establishment of Provisional Board for New Church*, 
5) Donations/Pledges 2018-2019,  
6) Updated Membership Roster/Directory.  
 
Please plan to attend.  Your vote and presence are needed.   
*The UCC Provisional Board is still seeking one more volunteer.  The term is expected to be 6 

months.  Current nominees from UCC are Rosemary Blakemore, Debbie Shuman, and  Lanny   

Shuman (with advisement from Rebeccah MacQuigg).  The UCC Provisional Board will be joined 

by 4 members of the LCCC congregation to set up the initial governance of the New Church.   



A VERY BRIEF HISTORY OF LAKE CITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH                   
            by Jennifer Prekeges 
 

The idea for Lake City Christian Church originated with the General Church, with considerable assistance from       

University Christian Church. Mr. Lyle Newman of the General Church’s Evangelism Department wrote in the University 

Christian Visitor, “The Lake City area presents the best potential area for the establishment of a new church that I 

have  ever seen. Probably there is no better area in the nation.” The population of Lake City (at that time north of   

the     Seattle city limits) was estimated at 75,000. Reverend C. Alton Brostrom was called to be the founding pastor. 

The first service was in September, 1948. Among the members of UCC who transferred their  membership to the  

new church were Dr. and Mrs. John Thorp, whose daughter Malinda Lewis is still a faithful and much beloved member. 

 

Lake City was one of Seattle’s first big suburbs, and the neighborhood around the church was mostly young families. 

So one of the early ministries was to families and children. At one time  we had up to 300 children in Sunday School, 

with several adult classes in addition. Music has been a strength through the years; Lake City has been blessed with 

excellent singers, strong choir directors and talented accompanists. In the late 1970’s we joined with several church-

es in North Seattle in what was called the North Seattle 

Christian Education Parish. Usually there were three or 

four churches in the Parish at one time. The Parish hired 

an Education Director who helped all the churches with 

their Education programs. The Parish also had a Puppet 

Ministry and a Drama Troupe. Many plays were written 

by long-time church member Richard Record. 
 

In recent times, the church has focused on ministry to 

the poor and homeless in the Lake City area. A number 

of members have volunteered at North Helpline. We have 

hosted a weekly community meal for several years. We 

hosted Tent City in the late 1990s, despite opposition 

from neighbors and the city, which threatened to sue us, 

and had such a positive experience we did it again. 
 

Lake City’s property included about an acre of land to the west of the church building. This lot hosted a live nativity 

scene (including real sheep every Christmas season for a number of years, and was the location for Tent City. In about 

2005, the congregation made the decision to undertake a major remodel of our building, to be financed by the sale 

of that lot. Completed in 2007, the new building is better in terms of both maintenance and function. The finances of 

a new  mortgage led us to rent our building to other congregations and community groups. These days our building 

is busy 7 days of the week. 



 

Church Congregation, 

I have had to make a difficult decision these past few months. As the church prepares 

for the next chapter of its life, I have decided to complete my time of ministry at Uni-

versity Christian Church. During my time in the search and call process, I have had nu-

merous phone conversations with search committees, visited churches, and inter-

viewed with church boards. Through this process I have been called to serve at Central 

Christian Church in Danville, IL. Their church board voted unanimously on Sunday to 

present my name to the congregation for a vote. The congregation will be voting on 

me after worship on June 3rd to call me as their pastor. UCC is making many changes 

and I am so proud of the work that our leadership is doing to move this congregation 

forward in what I feel is a faithful direction. This was not an easy decision but given my 

current family situation and the new direction that UCC is moving in, it was as decision 

I felt called to make. I have always tried to be very honest with UCC in this process. I 

am not anticipating any problems with the congregations vote on June 3rd and there-

fore announce my decision to you and submit my resignation notice with my last day in 

the office being sometime the last week of June. My plan is to get my family estab-

lished in Danville, IL and then fly back to participate in the UCC Celebration Service on 

July 21st.  

Despite the ups and downs, it has been a privilege and honor to journey with you as 

your pastor for the last 3 years and 10 months. I do not want you to be anxious about 

the future. Just as God has been working through this church as it wrestled with its fu-

ture, God is already waiting for you to show up to the new thing God is preparing for 

you in the Lake City neighborhood. God has formed a unique, loving, and special con-

gregation here. And God is not done with you yet. I firmly believe your best days are 

ahead of you. I know that God will continue to bless you as you strive to be a blessing 

to this community, to each other, and to your new congregation.  

In Christ,  

Rev. Dr. Adam Harmon, Pastor  



The Visitor 

University Christian Church 

4731 15th Ave NE 

Seattle WA 98105-4404 

Change Service Requested  

April 2018 

Senior Pastor                                                                  

Rev. Dr. Adam Harmon //  adam@uchristian.org      

Building Coordinator  

Luke Sumner // Luke@uchristian.org 

Music Director                                        

Alex Gagiu // choirdirector@uchristian.org   

206-522-0169 

www.uchristian.org 


